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ceſſity of juſtifying wy (elf, will excuſe my Vanity, when | 
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after a very rough Manner in that which # called, | 


M His Almanack for the preſent Tear: Such Ulage | 
is very undecent from one Gentleman to another, and does 
nct at all contribute to the Diſcovery of Truth, which 
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R. Partridge hath been lately pleaſed to treat me 


ought to be the great End in all Diſputes of the Learned, 
{ To call a Man Fool and Villain, and impudent Fellow, Only | 


for differing from him in a Point meerly Speculative, is in 
my humble Opinion a very improper Style for a Perſon of, 
his Education. I appeal to the Learned World, whether in 
my laſt Year's Predictions, I gave him the leaſt Ptovoca- 
tion for ſuch unworthy Treatment. Philoſophers have 
differed in all Ages, but the diſcreereſt among them have 
always differed as became Philoſophers. Scurrility and 
Paſſion, in a Controverſy among Scholars is juſt ſo much of 
nothing to the purpoſe ; and at beft, a tacir Confeſſion of 
a weak Cauſe : My Concern is not ſo much for my own- 
Repuration, as that of the Republick of Letters, which, 
Mr. Partridge hath endeavoured to wound thro my, Sides, 

If Men of publick Spirit muſt be ſuperciliouſly treated for; 
their ingenuous Attempts, how will true uſeful Knowledge 
be ever advanced? I wiſh Mr. Partridge knew the Thoughts 
which Foreign Univerſities bave conceived of his ungenerous 
Proceeding with me; but I am too tender of his Reputa- 

tion to publiſh them io the World. Thar Spirit of Envy 
and Pride, which blaſts ſo many riſing Genius's in our Na- 
tion, is yet unknown among Profeſſors abroad; The Ne- 
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otbers which, as I have been credibly informed, were —_ 
in the P. Office, and neyer ſent me. Tis true, the h- 


(4) 
tell the Reader, that I have received near a hundred 


honorary Letters from ſeveral Parts of Europe, (ſome as far 
as Myſcovy) in” Praiſe of my Performance. Beſide ſeve 


quiſitions in P- was pleaſed to burn my Predictions, 
and condemn the Author and Readers of them; bur 1 


hope at the ſame time, it will be eee in bow deplo- 
table a State Learning lies at preſent in that Kingdom: 
And with the profoundeſt Venetation for Crown'd Heads, I 


will preſume to add, That it a little concerned hs Majeſty 
of P-------/, to interpoſe his Authority in behalf of a Scholar 
and a Gentleman, the Subject of a Nation with which be 


i now in ſo ſtrict an Alliance, But the other Kingdoms 


and States of Europe have treated me with more Candor 
and Generoſity. If I had Leave to print the Latin Letters 
rranſmitted to me from Foreign Parts, they would fill a 


Volume, and be a full Defence againſt all that Mr, Par- 


tridge, or his Accomplices of the P- Inquiſition, will 
be ever able to Object; who, by the Way, are the only 
Enemies my Predictions have ever met with at Home or 


Abroad. But I hope I know better what is due to the 


Honour of a learned Correſpondence, in ſo tender a Point, 
Yer ſome of thoſe illuſtrious Perſons will perhaps excuſe 


me for tranſcribing a Paſſage or two in my own Vindica- 


tion, The moſt Learned Monſieur Leibnits thus addreſſes 
tome his Third Letter: Illuſtriſſimo Bicker/taffioAſtrologico 


* inftauratori, &c. Monſieur /e Clerc quoting my Predi- 


ions in a Treatiſe he publiſted laſt Year, is pleaſed ro ſay, 
Ira nuperrimes Bickerftaffius magnum illud Anglia ſid. 
Another great Profeſſor writing of me, has thef: Words ; 
Bieter ftaſſius, nobilis Anglus, Aſtrolagorum bujuſce Seculi fa- 
cile Princeps. Signior Magliabecchi, the Great Buke's fa- 
mous Library-Keeper, ſpends almoſt his whole Leiter in 
Compliments and Praiſes. Tis true, the renowned Pro- 
Feffor of Aſtronomy at Utrecht, ſeems todiffer from me in 
one Article; but it is after the modeſt manner that be- 
comes a Philoſopher ; as, Pace tanti viri dixerim: And, 
P 55. he ſeems ro lay the Error upon the Printer, 
(as indeed ir ought) and ſays, Vel forſan error Typograph: 
eum alioquin Bickeritaffius vir doctiſſimus, Ee, FT 
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(5) 
If Mr, Partridge had followed this Example in the Con- 
troverſy between us, he might have (pared me the Trouble 
of juſtifying my {elf in ſo publick a Manner. I believe few 
Men are readier to own their Errors than I, or more 
thankful ro thoſe who will pleaſe to inform him of them. 
But it ſeems, this Genileman, inſtead of encouraging the 
Progreſs of his own Art, is pleaſed to look upon all At- 
rempts of that Kind as an Invaſion of his Province. He 
bas been indeed ſo wiſe, to make no Objection againft 
the Truth of my Predictions, except in one ſingle Point, 
relating to himſelf: And ro demonitrate how much Men 
are blinded by their own Partiality, I do folemnly aſſure 
the Reader, that he is the only Perſon from whom I ever 
beard that Objection offer d; which Conſideration alone, 
I think will take off all its Weight, | 
With my utmoſt Endeavours, I have not been able to 
trace above Two Objections ever made againſt rhe Truth 
of my laſt Year's Prophecies : The Firſt was of a French 
Man, who was pleaſed to publiſh ro the World, That h. 
Cardinal de Noailles was ſtill alive, xotwithtanding the ge- 
tended Prophecy of Monſieur Biquerſtaffe : But bow far = _ 
Frenchman, a Papift, and an Enemy, is to be believed in 
his on Caſe, againſt an Engliſh Proteftant, who is true to 
2 — I chall leave to the candid and impartia! 
eader. 8 3 
The other Objection is the unhappy Occaſion of his! 
Diſcourſe, and relates to an Article in my Predictions, 
which forerold the Death of Mr. Partridge ro happen on 
| March 29. 1708. This he is pleaſed to contradict abſo- 
lutely in the Almanack he has publiſh'd for rhe reſearl 
Year, and in that ungentlemanly Manner, (pardon the 
Expreſſion) as I have above related. In that Work, be 
very roundly aſſerts, That he * not only now alive, but was 
likewiſe alive upon that very 29th of March, when I had 
foretold he ſhould die. This is the Subject of the preſent! 
Controverſie between us; which I deſign to handle with 
all Brevity, Perſpicuity and Calmneſs: In this Diſpute 
I am ſenſible, the Eyes not only of England. but of all 
Europe, will be upon us: And the Learned in every Coun- 
try will, I doubt not, take Part on that Side where t 
ind moſt Appearance of Reaſon aud Truth. Wäh- 
8? L 
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it in the Street, crying, A full and true Account of Dr. Par- 


(6) 

Without entring into Criticiſms of Chronology about the 
Hour of his Death, I ſhall only prove, that Mr. Partridge 
is not alive. And my Firſt Argument is thus: Above a 
Thouſand Gentlemen having bought his Almanack for this 
Year, meerly to find what he ſaid againſt me; at every 


Line they read, they would lift up their Eyes, and cry 
out, berwixt Rage and Laughter. They were ſure no Man 


alive ever writ ſuch damn'd Stuff as ths, Neither did 


Jever hear that Opinion diſputed. So that Mr. Par- 


tridge lies under a Dilemma, either of difowning his Al- 
manack, or allowing himſelf to be, No Man alive. Se- 
condly, Death is defined by all Philoſophers, a Separa- 
tion of the Soul and Body. Now it is certain, that the 
poor Woman, who has beft Reaſon to know, has gone 
about for ſome time to every Alley in the Neighbour- 
hood, and ſwore to the Goflips, that Her Husband had nei- 


ther Life nor Soul in Him. Therefore if an uninformed 


Carcaſs walks ſtill about, and is pleaſed to call it ſelf 
Partridge, Mr. Bicker?aff does not think himſelf any 
way anſwerable for that. Neitber bad the ſaid Carcaſs 
any Right to beat the poor Boy, who» happen'd to pals by 


ttidge / Death, &c. 


| | 
- Thirdly, Mr. Partridge pretends to tell Fortunes, and 


recover ſtolen Goods; © which all the Pariſh ſays be muſt 


do by converſing with the Devil, and other evil Spirits: 
And no wiſe Men will ever allow he conld converſe per- 
:onally with either, till after he was dead. 


"Fourtbly, I will plainly prove him to be dead, onr of 


as own Almanack for this Year, and from the very Pal: 
lage which he produces to make us think him alive. 
He there ſays, He n not only now alive but was alſo ali ve 
upon that very 29th of March, which I forerold he ſhould 


ie n: By this, he declares his Opinion, That a Man 

may be alive now, who was nor alive 2 Twelvemonth. 
ago. And indeed, there lies the Sophiſtry of his Argu- 
ment. He dares nor aſſert he was alive bur fince that 
at he f now ahite, and wa ſ on 
that! 


aN d March, 


ee * 
that day: I grant the latter; for he did not die till nighed 

s appears by the printed Account of his Death, in & 
Letter to a Lord; and whether he is ſince revived, I 


e 
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is leave the World to judge. This indeed is perfect cavil- 
y ling, and I am aſhamed ro dwell any longer upon it. 
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Fifthly, 1 will appeal to Mr. Partridge himſelf, whe- 
ther it be probable I could have been ſo indiſcreet, to 
begin my Predictions with the only Falſtiood that ever was 
pretended to be in them; and this in an Affair at Home, 
where I had ſo many Opportunities to be exact; and 
muſt bave given ſuch Advantages againſt me to a Perſon 
of Mr. Partridges Wit and Learning, who, if he could 
poſſibly have rais'd one fingle Objection more againſt the 
Truth of my Prophecies, would hardly have ſpared me. 


And here I muſt take Occaſion to reprove the above- 
mention. ed Writer of the Relation of Mr. Partridge's Death, 


y in a Letter to a Lord; who was pleaſed to tax me with a. 
( Miſtake of Two whole Hours in my Calculation of that 


Event, I muſt confeſs, this Cenſure pronounced with an 
Air of Certainty, in a Matter that ſo nearly concerned 
me, and by a grave judicicus Author, moved me not a 
little. But tho I was at that Time our of Town, yet ſe- 
veral of my Friends, whoſe Curiofity bad led them to be 
exactly informed, {for as ro my own Part, baving no 
Doubt at all in the Matter, I never once thought of it, 
aſſured me I compured to ſomething under half an Hour; 
which (I ſpeak my private Opinion) is an Error of no very 
great Magnitude, that Men ſhould raiſe Clamour about it. 


f I ſhall only ſay, it would not be amiſs, if that Author 
7 would henceforth be more tender of other Men's Repu- 
. tation as well as his own. Ir is well there were no more 
3 Miſtakes of that kind; if there had, I preſume he would 
4 have told me of t hem with as little Ceremony, f 
n There is one Objection againſt Mr, Partridge's Death, 
h _WWwhich I have ſometimes met with, tho indeed very ſlight 
* ly offered; That he ſtill continues ro write Almanacks. 
r Bat this is no more than what is common to all of that 
* Profeflion 3 Gadbury, Poor Robin, Dove, Wing, and ſeveral 
"Mz: ' > others, 
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(9) 
"oF - others, do yearly.publiſh their Almanacks, tho! ſeveral of 
"them have been dead ſince before the Revolution, Now 
the Natural Reaſon of this, I rake to be, That whereas it 
is the Priviledge of other Authors, to kve after their Deaths ; 
Almanack-makers are alone excluded, becauſe their Dil- 
ſerrations treating only upon the Minutes as they paſs, be- 
came uſeleſs as thoſe go off. In Conſideration of which, 
Time, whole Regiſters they are, gives them a Leaſe in 
Reverſfion, to continue their Works after their Death: 
Or, perbaps, a Name can make an Almat.ack, as well as 
it can ſell one. And to ftrengthen this Conjecture, I 
bave heard the Bookſellers affirm, That they have deſired 
Mr. Par:ridge to ſpare bimſelf further Trouble, and only 
[ lend them his Name, which could make Almanacks much 
| better than him ſelf. 
I! I ſhould not have given the Publick, or my ſelf, the 
| Trouble of this Vindication, if my Name had not been 
| made uſe of by ſeveral Perſons, to whom I never lent it; 
| one of which, a few days ago, was pleaſed to father on me 
| a new Set of Predictions. But I rhink thoſe are Things 
| too Serious to be trifled with, It grie ved me to the Heart, 
| 
| 
| 


when I ſaw my Labours, which had coſt me ſo much 
| Thought and Watching, baw!'d about by the common 
"Hawkers of Grub#reet, which I only intended for the 
' weighty Conſideration of the graveſt Perſons. This pre- 
| Judiced the World ſo much at firſt, that ſeveral of my 
Friends had the Aſſurance to ask me, Whether I were in 
Jeſt? To which I only anſwered coldly, That the Event 
would ſhew, But it is the Talent of our Age and Nation, 
to turn Things of the greateſt Importance into Ridicule 
When the End of the Year had verified all my Prediction. 
- but comes Mr. Partridge's Almanack, diſputing the Point 
of his Death; fo that I am employed, like the General; 
ha was forced to kill his Enemjes twice over, whom 4 
1 nancer had raiſed ro Life, If Mr. Partridge hat 
; practiced the ſame Experiment upon bimſelf, and be agait 
alive, long may he continue lo; that does not in th 
; leaſt contradict my Veracity : But I think I have clearl 
. proved, by invincible Demon ation, that he died at fut 
"theft within half an Hour of the Time I foretold. 
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